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the world a large French equatorial empire with little foreign
enclosures.
The Dutch East India Company, in order to shorten the voyage
from Batavia to Amsterdam, had maintained an overland route of
its own by way of Persia and Syria and Alexandria. But every time
there was a quarrel between two Mesopotamian potentates the
mails and the caravans were so hopelessly delayed that the bulk of
the merchandise continued to be sent by way of the Cape.
In order that nothing might interfere with the steady flow of
their Indian products, the Dutch thereupon occupied a few har-
bours^long the coast of Guinea which they could also use as slave
ports, took St Helena, and fortified the Cape.
In 1671 the Dutch, who like all good merchants preferred to
have things in writing, bought the land round the fort of Cape-
town from the Hottentots. That meant the end of the Hottentots,
for, deprived of their land, they were forced to move northward
into the region of the Orange River and the Vaal which was occu-
pied by their hereditary enemies, the Bushmen, It seemed a
punishment from Heaven that those same Dutch farmers, who had
been terribly cruel in their dealings with both Hottentots and
Bushmen, should afterwards have suffered a similar fate. For
Capetown was occupied by the English in 1806 and then it was the
turn of the Boers to move northward. They repeated this
manoeuvre a number of times until 1902, when the last of their
two independent republics, the Transvaal and Orange Free State,
were definitely annexed by the English.
Capetown, however, has remained the most important harbour
of the whole triangle. But the coastal region counts for nothing
compared to the interior, rich in gold and other minerals. This
interior consists of a high plateau dotted with low hills called
fypjcs. On the west this plateau is cut off from the Atlantic by
highlands. On the cast it is separated from the Indian Ocean by
the Matoppo hills and other ranges, such as the Drakcnsbcrg
mountains.
None of these mountains has any glaciers. All the rivers there-
fore of this entire region depend upoa rainfell for their water